
 
THE SIXTH FORM COLLEGE, SOLIHULL 

 
Finance & General Purposes Committee 

 
Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 23 May 2017 at 5.00pm in the Board Room. 
 
Present: Neal Clements (Chair), Russell Beale-Burchell, Steve Harber,  

Karen Sherwood, Martin Sullivan 
 
In attendance: Clare Sutton (Director of Finance), Sonia Wood (Interim Vice-Principal), 

Dave Abbott (Estates Manager) and Kevin Shingler (Central Admin           
Manager) for items 4, 5 and 6 

   
Acting Clerk & Secretary: Janet Parkes 
 
1 Apologies were received and accepted from Alan Price and Janice Hamilton. 
 
2 Declaration of Interests, Presentation of Papers, College Mission 
 

The Clerk must be informed of any changes to governors’ declaration of interest form 
as and when a change takes place.  Governors must declare the nature and extent of 
any financial and/or personal interest in any agenda item and must take no part in the 
consideration of that item or vote on any question with respect to that item, or form 
part of the quorum.  Governors must withdraw where requested to do so by a 
majority of members present at the meeting. 
 
The Chair informed the meeting that the Clerk attends all Board and Committee 
meetings.  If she is requested or required to answer questions or to present a paper 
in her role as Vice-Principal, an Acting Clerk will be appointed for that part of the 
meeting. 
 
Resolved: there were no declarations of interest. 
 
Governors noted the College Mission and guidance on presentation of papers. 

 
3 Appointment of Vice-Chair of Committee 
 

Resolved: that Russell Beale-Burchell be appointed as Vice-Chair of the 
Committee for a two-year period from 23 May 2017 or until the 
dissolution of the College corporation on academisation and becoming 
part of the Ninestiles Academy Trust; nominated by Martin Sullivan; 
seconded by Steve Harber. 

 
4 Accommodation Report 
 

Neal Clements thanked Dave Abbott for the clarity of the report, the contents of 
which were noted.   
 
Resolved: the Committee approved the award of the contract. 
 
Russell Beale-Burchell queried success monitoring of the outsourcing of lettings. 
Dave Abbott explained that previously the College let out only the sports and dance 
buildings, and SLS wants to extend usage into the main buildings.  
 
 
 
 



5 Health & Safety Update 
 

Neal Clements thanked Kevin Shingler for the excellent dashboard.  Kevin Shingler 
said that staff have been reminded about the importance of reporting near misses.  
High risk areas were prioritised and these are all complete.  All other areas will be 
completed by July.  Kevin Shingler and Dave Abbott meet monthly with union health 
and safety representatives.   

 
6 Tender for Reprographics Services 
 
 Confidential item, minuted separately. 
 
 Resolved: the Committee approved the award of the contract.  
 
5.25pm Dave Abbott and Kevin Shingler left the meeting. 
 
7 IT Tender 
 
 Confidential item, minuted separately. 
 
 Resolved: the Committee approved the award of the contract. 
 
8 IT/Tyber Report 
 
 Confidential item, minuted separately. 
 
9 Annual Review of Procurement 
 
 The report was noted.  The Committee said that for the future, the report should 

focus on cumulative savings, contracts including expiry dates, and the benefits of 
procurement, with detail on cost saved and cost avoided, and value added.  Clare 
Sutton confirmed that quality measures are in place for all contracts.  She will meet 
with Peter Brown to prepare a draft report for the College Leadership Team.  The 
Committee wished to thank Peter Brown for the report. 

 
10 Budget Transfer Report 
 
 The report was noted. 
 
11 Management Accounts:  April 2017 
 
 Clare Sutton highlighted sections of the report.   
 
12 Review of Confidential Minutes 2015/16 
 
 Janet Parkes drew attention to the minutes which had been proposed for release by 

the Clerk. 
 

Resolved: the Committee approved those minutes to be released into the public 
domain. 

 
13 Strategic Priorities Dashboard 
 
 The excellent progress with strategic priority 1a and the completion of 1b was noted. 
 
14 Minutes of previous meeting held on 7 March 2017 were agreed and signed. 
 
 



15 Matters arising 
 
 Item 4, Student Council:  Sonia Wood reported that due to low ticket sales, the 

external end of year 13 event has been cancelled. 
 
16 Determination of Confidential Items 
 

Resolved: that the following items be confidential and minuted separately:  item 4 
Accommodation report; item 5 Health and safety update (document); 
item 6 Tender for reprographics services; item 7 IT tender; item 8 
IT/Tyber report; item 9 Annual review of procurement (document); 
item 10 Budget transfer report (document); item 11 Management 
accounts; item 12 Minutes deemed to remain confidential (document); 
item 13 Strategic priorities dashboard (document); item 15 Matter 
arising regarding financial matters relating to merger. 

 
17 Review of the Meeting 
 
 Three out of a possible four completed forms were returned, all with positive 

responses and no additional comments.   
 
18 Date of next meeting:  to be determined 
 
 
The meeting closed at 6.15pm. 
 


